Basic Missional Theology:
Preparing to Do Theology Cross-Culturally

Course fee: $250, includes instructional materials, lunches, and snacks.
Timeframe:  The instruction will be given over 10 days. On Monday through Friday of the first week, and Tuesday through Friday of the second week, there will be instruction from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  After lunch, there will be one to two hours each day devoted to Problem Based Learning activities.  On Monday of the second week, the instruction will be from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  With the exception of the second Monday, the daily schedule will consist of approximately 5 hours and 45 minutes of instruction and supervised PBL activities, plus reading, quizzes, lunch and snack breaks.
Instructors of Academic Record:  
Jim Ruff, MDiv, DMin (jim@abwe.org)
  I. Instructional Materials
We will use the Basic Missional Theology (BMT) textbook and workbook plus additional readings as assigned.  The in-class instruction will be based upon the BMT textbook.  These instructional materials will be made available to you at the beginning of the course.
 II. Course Rationale
ABWE missionaries are required to have a thorough knowledge of the doctrinal content of the Bible.  This knowledge is intended to be applied to the devotional lives of the missionaries, and to their evangelistic, apologetic, and discipling ministries.  ABWE missionaries are expected to be able to give Biblical answers to those who inquire about their faith, and to be able to disciple those who believe, within the cultural context of their ministries.  This course is designed to enable them both to know the major Bible doctrines, and to understand many of the theological issues involved in applying the teachings of the Bible in a culture other than their own.
III. Course Units


A.  Prolegomena – What is a Basic Missionary Theology, and How is Theology to be Done?

B.  Bibliology – How Has God Communicated with His Creatures?


C.  Theology Proper – What Does the Bible Teach about God and His Works?


D.  Christology – What does the Bible Teach about the Person and Work of the Messiah?


E.  Pneumatology – Who is the Holy Spirit and what does He do?


F.  Angelology/Satanology/Demonology – What does the Bible say about Spirit Beings?


G.  Anthropology – What does the Bible teach about humankind? 


H.  Hamartiology – What is Sin, and what are its Effects?


I.  Soteriology – What does the Bible reveal about God’s Gift of Salvation?

J.  Ecclesiology – What does the Bible Teach about the Church?


K.  Eschatology – What does the Bible Teach about Prophecy and the Future?

IV. Course Goal and Objectives
A. The Overall Course Goal and Objectives

By the end of the course, the student will demonstrate an understanding of basic Bible doctrines, with their extensions into missionary praxis in other cultures, by…

1. Stating doctrinal points from the key texts that support them.

2. Distinguishing between accurate and inaccurate statements of doctrine in historical, contemporary, and various cultural contexts.

3. Analyzing theological issues that develop in or relate to the cultures, worldviews, and lifeways of various people groups.
4. Examining his or her personal presuppositions and traditions to see how they will conflict with the presuppositions, traditions, and teachings of other people groups.

5. Responding to the teachings of the predominant religion of a region.
B. Unit Objectives


Several objectives are stated at the beginning of each unit in the course textbook.

V. Student Learning Activities

All students will…
A.  Actively participate in class discussions throughout the course.  

B.  Read each unit in advance of the day in which it will be presented in class.
C.  Read the Biblical passages listed on the Essential Scriptures page to be found at the end of each unit.

D.  Read any additional readings distributed in class to prepare them for the following day.
E.  Work individually or in a group on theological/cultural problems prepared with the people group whom they will be serving in mind, and report their findings at the end of each week.
F.  Take nightly exams (offered online) that focus on course objectives A. & B.  

At the beginning of the course, students will be given guidelines for how to prepare for the exam—the kinds of “need to know” content that they should master throughout the course. 

If a student fails more than one of the exams, another (customized) arrangement will be made for the completion of this Basic Missional Theology course requirement.

VI. Academic Credit Option (three credits)
Students taking this course for graduate level will be required to complete some additional requirements:
A.  Read Craig Ott and Harold A. Netland (eds.).  Globalizing Theology.  Baker Academic, 2006.
B.  Write two papers expanding on two of the ‘theology in cultural context’ issues explored in the course, or on (instructor approved) similar subjects. 
Who to Contact with Your Academic Credit Questions

	For questions regarding Baptist Bible Graduate School enrollment and other related academic procedures contact Dr. Ken Pyne (kpyne@clarkssumit@clarkssummit.edu).

For questions regarding Baptist Bible Seminary enrollment and other related academic procedures contact Josiah Brondyke (jbrondyke@clarkssummit.edu).  
For questions, regarding general ABWE-related academic procedures contact the Vice President of Training & Resources for Academic Studies (graduatecredit@abwe.org).


For questions related to course assignments, etc. for this course contact Jim Ruff (jim@abwe.org or 717-712-7015).
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